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What has  eco awards Namibia been up to?   
 
Our website  has recently been revised 
extensively with additional information, and easier 
to access.  Visit http://www.ecoawards-
nambia.org/. The Google earth link to awarded 
establishments is particularly interesting, and 
there are many free downloads with several Good 
Practice tips. 
 
You can also now complete and submit your 
assessment online, and also to track the progress 
of your application online. 
 
During 2009, eco awards Namibia’s  
assessment criteria  were extensively reviewed. 
These are now in a much easier format, 
consisting of yes-no answers that count for one 
point each. We have included a number of 
revisions based on comments from the tourism 
industry and conservation specialists on our work 
over the last 4 years, so the criteria are stream-
lined and up-to date!   
 
It is also now easier to get an entry level one and 
two eco awards Namibia  flowers, but rather 
more difficult to get the three or more flowers. 
Have a look and see whether you qualify now! 
 

 

An eco awards Namibia  certificate was awarded 
to Taleni Etosha Village  at the HAN Gala Dinner 
in December 2009.  
 
Congratulations to this team that are so 
committed to good environmental practice in 
tourism! Hazel Milne, eco awards Namibia deputy 
chair, smiles broadly with Fanie & Helena de 
Jager, the managers of Taleni Etosha Village, 
after the ceremony. 
 
eco awards Namibia  represented Namibia at a 
very interesting African Sustainable Tourism 
Certification Meeting  from 18 to 20 January 
2010 in Johannesburg, South Africa. We will have 
more news about this involvement in future.  (See 
the group photo at the end of the newsletter with 
our Deputy Chair, Hazel Milne, in the stripy shirt 
centre back).  
 
ETEA – (Emerging Tourism Enterprises 
Association) decided to join the eco-awards 
Namibia  Alliance with Rebekka Hidulika as their 
representative.  We are very pleased to welcome 
this private sector initiative to the Alliance and 
look forward to a fruitful collaboration.  
 
 An Assessor’s Training event  was held on 20 
February 2010 to train 20 new an enthusiastic 
trainees from various backgrounds to become 
fully fledged volunteer assessors. As you know, 
eco awards Namibia  relies on skilled volunteers 
to do the assessments and spread the important 
environmental message to the tourism industry in 
the country.  The Olive Grove Guesthouse in 
Klein Windhoek kindly made their facilities 
available for the practical training session and got 
an assessment done in the process as well!   
 

 
 



 
What are you up to?  
 
We’d love to hear about your ideas to contribute 
to sustainable tourism in Namibia. Below is an 
example – but we’d be very pleased to hear from 
you, too.   
 
Please send your stories (with photographs if 
possible) to admin@eco-awards-namibia.org for 
inclusion in future newsletters, the Good Practice 
Handbook and the website. 
 
What you can do to save energy…  
 
Consider building your own charcoal cooler! 
 
All you need is a wooden frame, charcoal and 
chicken wire to keep the charcoal in place. In 
order to work effectively, the walls must be kept 
wet. Sprinkle water over the charcoal and let the 
natural process of evaporation do the rest.  
 
(Needless to say, this works best in the drier part 
of the country). 
 
You can also build a smaller version and place it 
in a workspace in front of a fan to help cool the 
room down – a great way to air condition 
generator rooms, staff canteens, etc. the old 
fashioned way. 
 

 A larger brick cooler is referred in the Good 
Practice Handbook, which many people may 
remember as a traditional cooler on many farms 
in Namibia. 
 
 

 
 
Enjoy the really cool Namibian Autumn!  
From the eco awards Namibia  team  
 

 
Participants in the African Sustainable Tourism Certification Meeting held January 2010 in Johannesburg. 


